NAYANA

AT CALCUTTA

Suryanarayana planned to have Nayana as his guest
and was preparing to go to the railway station to receive him.
Just at that time, message was received from his chief in the
office, requiring his immediate presence. His wife also was
unwell and so he requested his colleague Guntur
Lakshmikantam to deputise for him at the railway station and
also to be the host for sometime. But Kantam had to attend
office. So he deputised in turn, R.Sanjiva Rao a genial per-
son. He was a temporary librarian in the Andhra School of
which the headmaster was B.S. Rama Rao., So Sanjiva Rao
went to the station, received the visitor who never asked any
questions and brought him to Kantam's residence. Kantam's
wife, Suramma, was a woman of common sense. She realised
that the visitor wa^ not a mere astrologer ! But before taking
the meals, Nayana asked her "Where is Suryanarayana?". He
was told afcout the suddenness with which the arrangements
made by Suryanaryana were changed. Then Nayana learnt
the name, native place, and profession of his host of the mo-
ment, and smiled. Suramma assured that her husband would
not have gone to the office, had he known about the guest.
But Nayana asked her whether she would have him as guest
as long as he wished to remain in Calcutta. Suramma replied
that she and her husband would be grateful if they were given
the opportunity to serve him. After meals, Nayana was rest-
ing in the spacious front room. That was a Saturday; Railway
offices were closed in the early afternoon and Kantam re-
turned home. The guest was writing something but his face
could be seen in profile. Kantam was astonished on seeing
his face. He had seen him ten years ago but in a dream ! In
that dream, Kantam in his search for a Guru reached Kailaasa
Mountain and there stood at the source of the River Ganga to
offer Arghyam to the Sun God. He saw a Saint doing tapas
on the top of the Mountain. Kantam approached the cave from
which the River was gushing out, to offer oblation. A stone
about two feet thick was separating the Saint and Kantam.
The Saint too was preparing to offer oblation. After offering
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